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Catherine Evamy, Interviewer 
Shannon Tanner, Narrator 


Richard Tanner, Narrator 


Catherine Evamy: My name is Catherine Evamy. The date today is the 11th of December 2020. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, I am distance-interviewing Christ Church parishioners, Shannon 
and Richard Tanner. This interview is being recorded for the Christ Church Archives and will be 
made available to researchers. You will be given a transcript of the recording and will have the 
opportunity to review it and reconsider any portions of the interview at that time. Is that okay 
with you? 


Shannon Tanner: Yes. 

Richard Tanner: Perfect. 

Catherine: Thank you for making the time for this interview. 
Richard: You're welcome. 


Catherine: Shannon, would tell us about where you were born, where you went to school, and 
your early life? 


Shannon: I was born on Vancouver Island. At the time, my father was in the Air Force. Growing 
up, I moved to various places in Canada, in Europe, in the United States. I went to university in 
BC and found myself in Calgary following my father leaving the military; I followed him there. 
Calgary ended up becoming home and I put down roots. [chuckles] 


Catherine: What years did this occur? 


Shannon: I ended up in Calgary in the early 1980s and I have only recently left. 
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Catherine: Richard, were you born in Calgary.? 


Richard: No. I was born in Vancouver, because father was finishing up the ophthalmological 
part of his degree at UBC. Then after that, we moved to Toronto and then we were there for a 
couple of years, and then we moved back to Calgary. We got to Calgary in about 1961. I went to 
school in Calgary, I went to Strathcona for four years between grade 7 and 10, and then I went to 
Brentwood College for a year. Then I spent my last year at a normal high school in Calgary, back 
at Henry Wisewood. 


I went to University of British Columbia, because I was going to go into medicine because that's 
what Dad did, but after a year of that and partying too hard, I went back to Calgary and finished 
a business degree at the University of Calgary. After university, I went to Toronto for about six 
months on a training program to become a stockbroker with what was at the time McLeod, 
Young, Weir — which was a brokerage firm. Then I came back to Calgary and started my career 
in the investment business and stayed there until I retired in 2017. 


Catherine: When did you start coming to Christ Church? 


Shannon: I want to interject. The years that Richard was at UBC, we were there at the same 
time. We actually discovered later that we used to study in the same place. I used to go to the 
med library to study, because it was quiet. Richard used to go to the med library to study, because 
it was quiet and because he would sleep there and also — 


Richard: — it was across the street from the fraternity house. 
Shannon: From the frat house that Richard lived in. [chuckles] 


Richard: It was very much like the fraternity house in the movie Animal House, with John 
Belushi. 


Shannon: We did not cross paths at that point. A lot of the summers that the Tanner family was 
at their vacation spot on the Shuswap, I was at a different part of the lake. 


Richard: But only a few kilometres away. 


Shannon: A few kilometres away through growing up summers, and we never crossed paths 
then, either. Not yet. 


Catherine: Timing is everything, isn't it? 
Shannon: Yes. 
Richard: We would not have liked each other, I'm sure — 


Shannon: We came to that conclusion. 
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Richard: — when we were at UBC, because she would have looked at this guy who had long 
hair and was really more interested in what was happening next Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
nights, because that was the weekend, and she was very serious. I became very serious after that 
and have been serious ever since. 


Catherine: So to speak. 
Richard: So to speak. 


What I remember about my early life at Christ Church are the smells, and I remember going 
there when I was about five or six years old, because that's when I was back in Calgary. My 
brother was three. He is two years younger. Whether I got there at five and he was three or I was 
going there at six, he was four, I don't know, but I remember going there at a very young age. I 
remember Christ Church was the place that I had to wear a little blazer, either a grey flannel 
blazer or a blue blazer and my pants. I was going to Sunday school. I remember Sunday school 
well — running around in the basement. 


Catherine: Do you remember who was the rector when you were first there in the 1960s? 


Richard: I remember Tatchell, I remember different people along the way. I'd have to go and 
refresh the names by looking at the list, but I do remember those faces on the lists that go right 
back to the '60s, yes. 


Catherine: Crump was probably there. 
Richard: Of course, yes. 
Catherine: Sunday school and Boy Scouts, as well? 


Richard: No Boy Scouts, but I did my confirmation classes there. I never served at the church. I 
never did what Victoria, our daughter, does now. I was not in the choir, although I think I was 
asked, because I was in choir when I was at Brentwood College. It just never really happened. I 
will point out, I think that we attended Christ Church relatively regularly, but in the winter, for 
example, I remember my father and mother were big skiers and we had a place in Banff. We used 
to go skiing almost every single weekend to the point where I would say, "Can we please stay 
home?" 


[chuckling] 

Then, of course, in the summer, we would usually spend, a month or two at the lake. 
Catherine: Were you married in Christ Church? 

Richard: Yes, we were. 


Shannon: Yes, we were. 
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Richard: You have to tell — 


Shannon: — Oh, the story about — First of all, before Richard and I started going to church 
together, I was living in the area and got lost and was driving around one day and stumbled upon 
the church and I thought, "Oh, that's a lovely looking church," and actually started attending by 
myself at Christ Church. When Richard and I were dating, he said to me one weekend, "I'm 
going to church on Sunday, would you like to go?" I thought to myself, “Good looking, and he 
goes to church. That's a bonus." I said yes and Sunday morning came around and Richard picked 
me up and drove straight to Christ Church. I was very surprised, because I had not said anything 
about the fact that I had been going. 


While I had been attending, I had been befriended by Herb O’ Driscoll, who is such a lovely man 
and, of course, he knew the Tanner family very well. When Richard and I walked in together and 
sat down, his eyebrow raised and he looked a few times over his glasses at us through the 
service, and that was the beginning of the in-church connection, and Herb thought it was an 
interesting connection to begin with. [chuckles] 


Richard: One funny story — you have to say what he said to you about — 


Shannon: — When we announced our engagement and he was having some individual meetings 
with us, he said to me, "Be careful what you wish for in life. Sometimes God does grant you 
your wish, whether you want it or not." [laughs] 


Richard: Here we are. 
Shannon: Here we are 30 plus years later. [laughs]. 
Catherine: That's just a lovely story and very Herb-like. 


Shannon: Of course, it's just been lovely to see Herb through the years, too. He actually 
considers us one of his success stories. [chuckles] All our children attended through the years and 
were baptized, confirmed — 


Richard: — and married. 
Shannon: — served, married. [chuckles] 


Catherine: I would like to continue a little bit with the generations here. You've mentioned about 
your children, but let's go back a little bit to Mary Dodds Tanner, who had a beautiful window in 
the chapel donated in her memory. 


Richard: Yes. Light of the World, yes, a beautiful window. By family, of course, and it's a little 
bit hazy when we go back that far. You knew father well. He didn't tell stories about a lot of those 
things, you had to pull them out of him. Obviously, he went to church at a very young age there 
and my mother went to church at a very young age there, and they were involved in all of the 
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activities for young people in church, and I think my mother was in the choir, so there is a lot of 
history that goes back there. 


Shannon: Go back to explain who Mary Dodds Tanner is. 


Richard: Mary Dodds Tanner was my father's grandmother and that was the person who really 
raised him, because his mother, Jean Craig / Tanner passed away at his birth and so, Mary Dodds 
Tanner, he knew as Mom. Of course, when she passed away, my grandfather wanted to 
remember her, and did the window in the chapel and then also had a big part in the construction 
or the creation of the chapel as a separate little corner of the church. In fact, we found the 
original hand drawings and different things that were being developed at that time, and which I 
think are in the archives. 


Catherine: Then we come to your generation that you’ve described, and then your children, and 
so now we're down into the fifth generation. This is pretty special. Can you just add a little bit 
about your children Vicky and Tiffany? 


Shannon: Yes, as you said, our children are the fifth generation of the Tanner family attending 
Christ Church. Through the years, they have both been involved in serving. When Tiffany went 
away to Brentwood College on Vancouver Island, when she was in high school, obviously, her 
deeper connection with Christ Church waned, but Victoria is still very active and serves — I 
don’t think she serves at this point. We're hoping too that [chuckles] there'll be at least a small 
family wedding coming up for Victoria. The children are still parish members, including Tiffany, 
and consider themselves an active part of the church. [chuckles] 


Catherine: Vicky is a server and I've seen her as very involved in the services when she's there. 
Of course, this leads to the question about the different things that you each have done within the 
parish. Shannon, you have done a lot of things and you also are a reader and offer the sacraments 
and you do a lot in hospitality, so, can you outline the things that you've been involved with? 


Shannon: I first became involved teaching Sunday school when the kids were little. It would 
have been about 1996, because I taught the same group of kids as they moved from grade 1 to 
grade 3, and specifically I wanted to be involved with Victoria. Tiffany was three years younger, 
so still pretty much in nursery and coming out to Sunday school from nursery. I worked with the 
same group of children as they went through grade 1, 2, and 3 in school, and one of the nicest 
things about that is I would have their parents come to me and say, "I don't know what you're 
doing, but our children are excited about going to church on Sunday, so they can go to your 
class," which was just such a lovely compliment. I moved from that into doing coffee Sunday, 
which I've now done for 20 years, with COVID being the exception. 


Richard: You were on vestry. 


Shannon: Yes, I was on vestry. I was the people's warden and as you said, reader, and 
communion minister. That covers more than 30 years of attending Christ Church. [laughs] 
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Catherine: What would you say were the activities that gave you the most satisfaction? 


Shannon: I have to say teaching Sunday school and having children of that age group, because I 
remember going to church myself at that age, wanting to be there and wanting to learn, and I 
remember some of the fun things that we did. 


My favourite part of the year to teach was Easter. I went to an art store, and the kids were in 
grade three, and I bought a big canvas and paints and all kinds of things. I set out on this canvas, 
a picture of the Last Supper, and drew in bodies but just shoulder forms, et cetera. 


I challenged the kids to go through magazines. This was a number of years ago now, because 
they're all adults. I asked them if Jesus and his disciples were alive today, what do you think they 
would look like? We came up with many, many different faces of men that they had cut out of 
magazines and we all agreed on each one of the disciples. We agreed on what we thought Jesus 
would look like if he was walking around on the streets. We painted the painting, and then we 
glued these faces and shellacked them onto the painting. It was such a fun project. All of the kids 
involved signed the back of that painting. It was just so exciting to do that. 


It was really nice to work with the same group of children for three years. I still see those kids at 
church, I see them at church with their own spouses and with their parents, et cetera. That was so 
rewarding. The other highlight was being asked to be people’s warden. That was an incredible 
two years and such an honour to be asked to work with the people in the parish that I had come 
to care for so deeply, and to represent the parish at Synod twice, not once, but twice, which was 
really remarkable. I really, really, really enjoyed that. 


— And everybody at coffee Sundays too. I love that. [chuckles] 


Richard: I remember that project. It was fun to see that. It was great to see the interpretations. It 
was really funny. 


Shannon: It was put on display at the front of the church, just off to the side, on Good Friday 
and then moved into the Crump Room through the Easter weekend. Then after that, I'm not really 
sure what happened to it. 


Catherine: Richard, when Shannon was so involved in those activities, what mainly did you do? 


Richard: Well, to be perfectly honest, Shannon went to church more than I did, because I stayed 
home and clean the house. 


Shannon: You did not! [laughs] 
[laughter] 


Catherine: That's something beyond belief, Richard. 
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Richard: No, but she attended more regularly. 


In terms of my involvement, other than as a parish member, and seeing friends and the social 
aspect of it, going to different functions, I would say my involvement started more on a financial 
side, just because as it became known that I was in that business and people got to know me, 
people would start asking questions: "Oh, what's happening in the world of finance, what's 
happening in the stock market? My guy's telling me this, is this a good thing to do?" All those 
kinds of questions or, "I'm losing money, and how come I am, and maybe you can help me." 


Where the transition happened is as my career evolved, and I was doing more planning for 
people, helping them do multi-generational planning and things, I could see as I was talking to 
the different parish members, that maybe we should start teaching these people about how to do 
some planned giving, how they should be arranging their affairs for the eventuality of what 
happens in real life. 


I don't know if I said, "Do you want me to come in and talk about this," or if they asked me, but 
it just happened that we started talking, doing these little seminars on tax planning, estate 
planning, and things like that, which were quite well-received because it was a safe house for 
people. I just wanted to give them the information, so they felt, "Oh, this guy's just trying to help 
me. He's not trying to get my business." 


Anyway, so I started doing that at the church. After I did this for a couple of years, I was asked to 
be part of the stewardship group. That happened for a couple of reasons. As you know, there was 
a bumpy ride a few years ago in the church where I think there were some people that felt the 
church wasn't handling funds as best they could, and particularly regarding the endowment, 
because there were some endowment funds that maybe shouldn't have gone into service aspects 
of the church, or for a capital project or something, because that was for the legacy of the church. 


I'm very passionate about that, because one of the areas that I worked for, while I was in my 
private practice, was not-for-profit organizations and it was important for those organizations to 
have sustainability. How would they get that sustainability? Well, it was to have an endowment 
that is continually paying. It’s that gift that keeps giving. That's when I started getting involved in 
the stewardship group and then helping people. This is what gives me great satisfaction. 


It was a win-win thing. They can do this for the church, which benefits the church, but it also 
benefits them, and how to do things like this often doesn't cost them anything. That was an 
important thing for me. From a satisfaction point of view, it gives me a great amount of 
satisfaction in a time of real change — I call it upheaval in the world of organized religion — 
there are some churches that are doing very well. Other faith-based organizations are closing 
their doors. I'm happy that we're on the winning side; we are sustainable, even with an aging 
parish. I think we are getting some traction and we're acknowledging and opening our doors for a 
younger generation. That gives me great satisfaction, too. 


Shannon: You also forgot to mention that you are on the parish council and — 
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Richard: — Board of Management too, and have been on Board of Management now for three 
or four years. That just helps with some of the financial stuff, too. 


Catherine: What do you think are two characteristics that you would describe Christ Church as 
having? 


Richard: Two characteristics? [looking at Shannon] Do you want me to answer first, or do you 
want to go first? 


Shannon: I would say right off the top of my head with Christ Church: foundation, and service. 
It has years of foundation and I'm not talking about bricks and mortar. I'm talking about a faith 
foundation and evolving service — foundation and service. 


Richard: It's good. 


Catherine: When you say service, are you speaking of service within the parish as well as 
outside the parish? 


Shannon: Absolutely. That's something that has evolved. As parish life in general through the 
generations has evolved and faith-based organizations on a global scale, as we all have 
recognized the necessity of outreach. Within our own community, in the number of years that 
I've been going, it has evolved and through necessity it continues to change, in service within the 
parish community itself, and certainly in outreach within the city and beyond. There are 
incredible parishioners being involved in that. The ministry that has come through the church in 
the years that I've been there has also evolved. 


Catherine: What would you say Richard? 


Richard: Ina world of dramatic change, some good, some bad, what I feel whenever I go there 
— what I like about it — is that it's consistent. It's just the way it was. It's like a room in your 
house that you've closed the door on and you open it up and it's just the way you left it. The 
church is evolving. Things are changing there all the time. It's adapting, but it gives me the same 
feeling when I go there that it did when I was 10 years younger and 20 and 30 and 40 years 
younger. It's just like, "Oh, this is a safe place. It’s — 


Shannon: — It’s home — 


Richard: — it’s home. It is, but it's even more than that, because we sold our home and now 
we're trying to build another one, but that place is always there. It's a permanent home. 


Shannon: — It lives here. It lives in your heart and your soul. 


Richard: That's what I just love about it. I agree with Shannon. When I'm there, the people are 
all giving hearts. All the people, all the people that are in the management group and all the 
people that are in the stewardship group; all the people are all trying to do good. There's nobody 
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there that's trying to do a side deal. There's nobody doing all these other things that happen in the 
real world. You just feel like they are just good hearts. 


Catherine: Let's say honesty and integrity. Those things that are so crucial and pivotal to a 
spiritual life, as well as a real life, which are so besieged at the moment in society. How do you 
see the values which are central to the Christian faith being displayed and modelled to young 
people today? 


Shannon: Oh, that's a good one. 


Richard: The only thing you can do is to show them through example, and be consistent with 
your message. I think every parent can say, “why don't my adult children go to church more 
often?” The children say, "Oh, you guys are still doing that. Oh, you guys are giving to all these 
different charities. Oh, you're doing public service work, helping on different boards or things," 
and you quietly just do it. You don't make a big point of it. You don't say, "Hey, look at what I'm 
doing." You just show them through example. Then they realize, "Oh, they're doing nice things." 
I think showing through example is important. 


Shannon: I have to agree with that. They don't regularly attend. I’ve had discussions with them 
as The Mom through the years about their faith, and they've all expressed gratitude for having 
been raised in the church. Their children have all been baptized, the grandchildren up to this 
point and hopefully the ones going forward. They do all consider Christ Church their spiritual 
home, which is testament to their having been there and to having been witness to their 
grandparents attending when they were little, and to us still being involved. 


As Richard said, leading by example, but not being afraid to talk about it either. Not being afraid 
to challenge belief systems, not being afraid to wear your faith on your sleeve a little bit, which 
I've been accused of many times. Being willing to say, "Think about your faith. There is more. 
You've been given more, the opportunity to have more and to get more out of it is right there." I 
would say by example, for all the things that Richard said, but also being able to challenge your 
children and keeping young grandchildren involved by saying, "We're going to do this, would 
you like to do it?" They're so open to it because little children tend to be that way, but just a 
continuance. Again, just the same, if you repeat the message, sometimes it actually makes its 
way in. 


Catherine: How could one involve children who don’t have a religious background in their 
family? 


Richard: I think that's a challenge. Christ Church isn't full of 13 and 15 and 18-year-olds, but 
there are lots of churches out there that do have those populations in them and that generation 
wants fun. They want to be with their friends. Let's say you take your 13-year-old kid to Christ 
Church and they look around; they’ll say, "I'm the only one here.” But if there were 25 others, 
they'd say, "Hey, this is cool." We used to have some of that years ago. Now, of course, Sunday 
school is cool for some of the younger kids. They've got a pretty vibrant Sunday School program 
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there, but for our church to become relevant to the younger generations, we have to make it fun 
first. Then they say, "Oh," and they get to meet people. Then they are doing multi-generational 
mingling. 


One of the fellows that I do some work with on a daily basis doing my day trading is a minister 
over at Centre Street Church. On the weekends, he plays guitar and sings at the services they 
have — they have something almost like a rock band. 


Catherine: No, it is. [chuckles] 


Richard: It is like rock band. They're singing and everyone's very involved, it’s amazing. A ton 
of young people go to church, because all their friends are there. Then they're there and they're 
talking about God, and Christ, and all these things that normally they wouldn't even think about, 
but all their friends are talking about these things, so it's cool. Church has to be relevant to that 
generation, because you're competing against video games, you're competing against all the 
different apps on their phones, you're competing against all their friends at school that say, "We 
should go and hang out at the mall all day Sunday," so you have to do something different. 


Catherine: Are there other things, that you would like to talk about as we finish up this 
interview? 


Shannon: I was people's warden when we went through the change between two different 
rectors. We had a year where we actually didn't have one, and it was a very interesting year. We 
worked very closely with now-deceased Bishop Barry Halliwell, who was an amazing, amazing 
man. He posed the question to us then, of how to become more relevant, how to start to reach 
different generations, how to create that outreach? That's the question, unfortunately, that has 
plagued a lot of the more conventional faiths: the Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, a few 
of the more Lutheran-based churches. It’s the biggest challenge out there, it continues to be and I 
think it will be going forward. That’s a question we need to pose to everyone involved in a place 
like Christ Church, because as Richard said earlier, with an ageing congregation, it's difficult to 
figure out how to fill it with young people. 


Catherine: Richard, do you have anything to add? 


Richard: I don't really think so. My testament here is that I love the church and all things about 
it. I think though, wherever we're at today, we always have to be mindful, as Shannon says, of 
the change that's coming and we have to start planning for that a little more seriously. I think we 
need to start thinking of a 5 and 10-year plan. 


Shannon: The questions themselves don't really seem to change that much, but we really have to 
be considering — 


[phone ringing] 
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— as the dynamics of the worlds change, and this year of 2020 has taught us all how to change 
very quickly, and to be as resilient as we need to be. The outreach aspects of what we've created 
this year at Christ Church have been wonderful because they extend so far. 


I think we've also learned that there are different platforms — 
[phone ringing] 


— and different ways of making those particular connections and hopefully creating different 
jumping-off points. As Richard said, in testament to Christ Church: it is such a lovely place and 
it is home. It is my spiritual home, our spiritual home, and it's been an honour to do this, really. 


Catherine: Well, that's a very positive note to end this interview on. I do thank you again. 
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